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\V r lien we are — * 

a „J railings, would it not be well to pause and consid er ' ’ 
they outer the world, in many instances, encumbered 
difficulties Of disposition handed down to them ..A 
Generation to generation , -Surely this fact should make „ 
treat them with the tenderness and ong suffering (alb " 
with firmness) which we ourselves would wish to receive f 
What an example was set for us in this very thing by t h 
greatest Man Who ever lived. I say this with all reverence 
The most gentle of all mankind “ the Man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief,” W ho knew then, and knows to-day 

the woes of each baby-heart. He took the children on His 
knee and blessed them, and as He did so, he taught His 
followers about those little ones that He Himself had framed 
and fashioned. So dear to Him, and of such importance in 
God’s holy sight, that they are always represented before 
His throne. He did not say “ Drive them to Me — force them 
by fear and pain to be obedient and truthful,” but “ Suffer 
them to come to Me.” “ 1 am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life,” the Life that is needed as sorely by each young 
throbbing heart, as by those that are seared by the efforts 
and disappointments of many a long and weary year. 
Although the things that cause grief to some little folk, seem 
to us very trifling, equally small things, thank God, give 
them joy ; even a bright look, or a kind cheery word, will 
work wonders, and bring its own reward. This is illustrated 
by faber, in one of the most beautiful, yet least known, oi 
his shorter poems, called ‘ The Cottager’s Child.” 

I met a child, aind kissed it ; who shall say 
1 stole a joy in which I had no part ? 
lhe happy creature from that very day 
Hath felt the more his little human heart. 

9 NV ^ len 1 pass, he runs away and smiles, 

T n ^ es to seem afraid with pretty wiles. 

1 am a happier and a richer man, - 
mce I have sown this new joy in earth : 
lb no small thing for us to reap stray mirth 
in every sunny wayside where we can. 

uv t ,oy for rne to be a j°y. 

» j' C lna y ’ n die most lowly heart take root; 

T(1 . 11 18 badness to that little boy 

° ut ^ or me a t the mountain foot.” 


5 inclined to be hard on little children’ 
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A CALENDAR. 


December. 


ist. 

2nd. 

3rd. 

4th. St. Barbara, A.D. 303. Add verse to hymn as above. 

Recall we how St. Barbara, gazing from lonely tower, 

Was taught by all the stars of heaven, of One Almighty Power ; 

Was then instructed and baptized, martyred by cruel sire, 

Enduring with a noble faith, her baptism of fire. 

Thomas Carlyle born, 1795. Read — 

“ Some 4 Chivalry of labour,’ some noble Humanity and practical Divine- 
ness of labour, will yet be realized on this earth. Or why will; why do we 
pray to Heaven, without setting our own shoulder to the wheel? The 
Present, if it will have the Future accomplish, shall itself commence. 
Thou who prophesiest, who believest, begin thou to fulfil. Here or 
nowhere, now equally as at any time ! That outcast help-needing thing or 
person, trampled down under vulgar feet or hoofs, no help ‘possible’ for it, 
no prize offered for the saving of it, — canst not thou save it, then, without 
prize ? Put forth thy hand, in God’s name ; know that ‘ impossible, where 
Truth and Mercy and the everlasting Voice of Nature order, has no place 
in the brave man’s dictionary. That when all men have said “Impossible, 
and tumbled noisily elsewhither, and thou alone art left, then first thy time 
and possibility have come. It is for thee now ; do thou that, and ask no 
man’s counsel, but thine own only, and God’s. Brother, thou has possibi ity 
in thee for much : the possibility of writing on the eternal skies the record 
of a heroic life.”— Carlyle’s “ Past and Present." 

6th.— St. Nicholas died, A.D. 326. Add verse to hymn as above. 

Praise for the saintly Nicholas, the friend of maidens poor, 

The pitiful and merciful, whose fame shall long endure ; 

God grant that we be ready, with heart and hand and prayer. 

To help the unprotected and for their wants to care. 

7th. 

8th. 

9 th. 

10th. 

nth. 

12th. Hd 
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A CALENDAR. 


, pi t ucy Add verse to hymn as above. 

13 O ‘fnr the gentle Lucia, the meek and holy maid 

rn'se steadfast eyes could look on death, and yet be not afraid, 
r !,S the light of wisdom, the lamp of pure desire, 

The power to help and guide and bless and raise each other hi gher 
—Prince Albert died, 1861. Read Tennyson’s Dedication 


14 th 


of the King.” 
ist h Agassiz died, 1873. 


%lls 


Read Longfellow’s “Lines on the Fiftieth 

Birthday of Agassiz. 

“ It was fifty years ago, 

In the pleasant month of May, 

In the beautiful Pays de Vaud, 

A child in its cradle lay. 

And Nature, the old nurse, took 
The child upon her knee, 

Saying . “ Here is a story-book 
Thy Father has written for thee.” 

“ Come wander with me,” she said, 

‘‘Into regions yet untrod ; 

And read what is still unread 
In the manuscripts of God.” 

And he wandered away and away, 

With Nature, the dear old nurse, 

Who sang to him night and day, 

The rhymes of the universe. 

And whenever the way seemed long, 

Or his heart began to fail, 

She would sing a more wonderful song, 

Or tell a more wonderful tale. 

So she keeps him still a child, 

And will not let him go, 

Though at times his heart beats wild 
Tor the beautiful Pays de Vaud ; 

I hough at times he hears in his dreams 
Ihe Ranz des Vaches as of old, 

And the rush of mountain streams 
From glaciers clear and cold. 

And the mother at home says, “ Hark ! 

Tor his voice I listen and yearn : 
is growing late and dark, 

And my b ° y d ° es not Tetum ” 

Wesley, born 1708. Sing one of his hymns 
“ Blow ye the trumpet blow,” or 
^ ome, let us join our friends above,” or 
of the church triumphant,” or 
17th. oldiers of Christ arise.’ 


1 6th. 
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18th. J. M. W. Turner, died 1851. Read— 

instead a 0 Vd™in mi f ht ^ ^ ^ US ’ ^ he reCeived hdp and love - 

sxeaa ot disdain, I can hardly trust myself to imagine Increasing 

series^ of nolm 1 ° v , Veliness ’ his work would have formed one mighty 

Hes De rides P h r A gf f 1 38 that Which 1 have interpreted^ J 

^ Pei ’ but doming brighter and kinder as he advanced to happy 

tmM V as Correggios, solemn as Titian’s, the enchanted colour 
vvould have glowed, imperishable and pure; and the subtle thoughts 
risen into loftiest teaching, helpful for centuries to come. 

“ Ihe longer I live, the more clearly I see how all souls are in His 
hand— the mean and the great. Fallen on the earth in their baseness, 
or fading as the mist of morning in their goodness — still in the hand of 
the potter as the clay, and in the temple of their master as the cloud. 
It was not the mere bodily sting that He conquered — that death had 
no sting It was this spiritual death which He conquered, so that at 
last it should be swallowed up— mark the word — not in life ; but in victory. 
As the dead body shall be raised to life, so also the defeated soul to 
victory, if only it has been fighting on its Master’s side, has made no 
covenant with death ; nor itself bowed its forehead for his seal. Blind 
from the prison-house, maimed from the battle, or mad from the tombs, 
their souls shall surely yet sit, astonied, at His feet who giveth 
peace.” 

Modern Painters V., 352— 355 - 


19th. 

20th. 


2 1st. St. Thomas. Collect, Epistle, and Gospel, 
22nd. 

23rd. 

24th. Matthew Arnold, born 1822. Read his 

Stagirius. 

“Thou, who dost dwell alone— 
Thou, who dost know Thine own— 
Thou, to whom all are knovn 
From the cradle to the grave 
Save, oh ! save. 

From the world’s temptations, 
From tribulations, 

From that fierce anguish 
Wherein we languish, 

From that torpor deep 
Wherein we lie asleep, 

Heavy as death, cold as the grave. 
Save, oh ! save. 

When the soul, growing clearer. 

Sees God no nearer; 

When the soul, mounting higher, 
To God comes no nigner 


See printed hymn. 






Changing the pure emotion 
Of her high devotion 
To a skin-deep sense 
Of her own eloquence ; 

Strong to deceive, strong to enslave — 
Save, oh ! save. 

From the ingrain’d fashion 
Of this earthly nature 
That mars Thy creature ; 

From grief that is but passion, 

From mirth that is but feigning, 

From tears that bring no healing, 

From wild and weak complaining, 

Thine old strength revealing, 

Save, oh ! save. 

From doubt, where all is double ; 

Where wise men are not strong, 

Where comfort turns to trouble, 

Where just men suffer wrong ; 

Where sorrow treads on joy, 

Where sweet things soonest cloy, 

Where faiths are built on dust, 

Where love is half mistrust, 

Hungry, and barren, and sharp as the sea- 
Oh ! set us free. 

0 let the false dream liy 
Where our sick souls do lie 


25th. 

26th. 

27th. 

28th. 


O where Thy voice doth come 
Let all doubts be dumb, 

Let all words be mild, 

All strifes be reconciled 
All pains beguiled : 

Light bring no blindness, 

Love no unkindness, 

Knowledge no ruin, 

ku3.r no undoing ! 

brom the cradle to the grave, 

Christmas Dav ’ sa '.' e -” 

St. Stephen’s it L ° ect ’ Lpistle, and Gospel. 

SI-JoK e™ r Di "°’ printed hyn 

■enocenu' Dr gd,S '- ditto. Unto. 

d >- Ditto, d i tto . Ditto. 
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^•W yclifdied ^ Read- 

ather of ouT laL" ^ngU^ The\ ^ P ° etry ’ Wyclif is the 
ns tracts, the speech of the plouLdima. r °, U ? h ’ c ear homel y English of 
coloured with the picturesque nlL^ ? ^ ?* trader ° f the da y> thou g h 
use as distinctly a cmaSon Z Zs own Z ° f Bible ’ is in its ^»ry 

it, the terse Vehement sentL^s the *“ Which he embodied 

titheses which roused the dullest’ mind likf ^ ^ hard a "' 

rnind' worked ‘clrToT” “~i»ir belie,. Wydifs 

SHFs £ 8 ™r^, shri ”"~ »«X on oi J2SE; 

appeal to the Bible ^ ,h. ' T*. , SUC “ !siv ' ly denied. A forma 

Of the right of eve™ il "‘ba" assertion 
threatened the verv prnnnH u f , ° examine the Bible for himself 

worn telTS . r 1 ' ° lder d< *"' ali ™ with rein. Noi 

who stm ^lonHo htm witht “ ,h<! "be scholar, 

a feature of hfs rhaMe, fc nT . a “ lit J' which " >° marked 
an order o, p^ p» •!' Simp tHb "- 
and long russet dress moved ,h. iLgi^the 'X 
formed a priceless organisation for the diffusion of their master's doctrines 
Ho v rapid the, r progress must have been we may see from .he panic - 
struck exaggerations of their opponents ; a few years later, every second 
man you met, they complain, was a Lollard ; the followers of Wyclif 
abounded everywhere, and in all classes, among the baronage, in the 

cities, among the peasantry of the country-side, even in the monastic 
cell itself.” 

^ Qth Green's “ History of the English People." 

31st. Burial-day of Robert Browning, in Westminster Abbey, 1880. 
Read— 

One who never turned his back, but marched breast forward, 

Never doubted clouds would break, 

Never dreamed, though right were worsted, wrong would triumph. 
Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better, 

Sleep to wake.” 

From Epilogue to his “ A so l undo." 


